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Our # 1 Goal = Preventing Lead Poisoning
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Did you know???
Lead poisoning       
is the most 
preventable 
childhood illness
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•What is lead?

•How are children exposed?

•CT Statistics

•Lead Hazards

•State and Federal Rules

•Resources
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What is Lead?

•naturally occurring 

•heavy metal

•bluish-gray

•soft

•ductile 

•many historical uses!!
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Facts About Lead Poisoning

• Lead is toxic, with no health benefits 

• Damage caused is irreversible

• Even low levels of lead can impact a person’s health 
throughout their life

• Lead poisoning is a reportable disease

• 100% preventable
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History of Lead

• First discovered as a by-product in the smelting of silver

• Objects found in Egyptian tombs

• Used to make currency in Syria

• Roman used in aqueducts, water pipes,  cookware, cups, and 
plates

• Used to sweeten wine
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Lead water line 
in Pompei 
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Lead Paint Banned
• Tunisia and Greece in 1922
• Czechoslovakia in 1924
• Great Britain and Sweden in 1926
• Poland in 1927
• Spain and Yugoslavia 1931
• Cuba in 1934
• United States of America 1978
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Common Sources of Lead

• Environmental
• Paint
• Dust
• Water
• Soil

• Non-Environmental
• Ethnic/folk remedies
• Imported foods
• Occupations
• Hobbies
• Children’s jewelry, toys, 

clothing
• Spices
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Most Commonly Found

•Paint 

•Dust

In pre-1978 homes
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Lead In Paint

• Pre-1978 housing may contain lead-based 
paint

•73% of homes in CT built prior to 1980 

• Pre-1950 housing stock has an even higher 
probability of containing lead paint
• In CT, 30% of housing stock is pre-1950
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Exposure Routes for Lead

• Ingestion

• Inhalation

•Absorption      
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Lead Effects on Children

• Young children absorb lead more readily than adults

• Developing nervous systems of children (birth to 
six) are more susceptible to the toxic effects of lead

• Pregnant women with elevated blood lead levels 
can transfer lead to the fetus
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Diagnosing Lead Poisoning

• Blood testing 
• Capillary
• Venous 

• The CDC lowered the Reference Value in 2012, for 
blood lead: 5 µg/dL or more 

• CT adopted the Reference Value April 2013
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Lead Laws: 
State and Federal 



Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Regulations 
19a-111-1 through 19a-111-11 



19a-111-1 through 19a-111-11

• Definitions

• Applicability of regulations

• Regulatory response protocols

• Notification 

• Abatement approval

• Abatement of lead

• Methods of abatement

• Time periods for compliance

• Post abatement inspections

• Worker protection

• Occupant protection 
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Containment



Containment
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Containment
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Un-Licensed      
and/or                

Non-Certified 
Work Practices
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Un-Licensed      
and/or                

Non-Certified 
Work Practices

Problems we’ve seen:

Uncertified

• lead abatement workers

• lead abatement supervisors

• lead inspector/risk assessors

• lead planner/project designers

Unlicensed

• lead abatement contractors
• RRP firms

• home improvement contractors

• lead consultant contractors
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EPA Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule 
(RRP)



What is the RRP Rule?
The RRP Rule:

• establishes requirements for companies and individuals 
performing renovations

• affects contractors, property managers and others who 
disturb painted surfaces

• applies to work in houses, apartments and child-occupied 
facilities built  before 1978

• includes pre-renovation education requirements
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When Does the RRP Rule Apply?
• Anyone who is paid to perform work that disturbs 

more than 6 square feet of paint on the interior or 
20 square feet on the exterior, of a house or child-
occupied facility, built before 1978 must be certified

• Rent = COMPENSATION
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Who must be certified?
• Rental property owners/managers

• General contractors 

• Home improvement contractors

• Special trade contractors: 
• Painters

• Plumbers

• Carpenters

• Electricians
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How to Become Certified
Companies = CERTIFIED FIRM

• Register on EPA’s website

• Costs $300

• Valid for 5 years

Individuals = CERTIFIED RENOVATOR

• Take an 8 hour class

• Costs vary between $150-$300

• Valid for 5 years
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Mechanical 
Sanding 

and 
Dry 

Scraping 
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Mechanical 
Sanding 

and 
Dry 

Scraping 
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Mechanical 
Sanding 

and 
Dry 

Scraping 
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Uncontained 
Debris 
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HUD Lead Safe 
Housing Rule 
(LSHR)



Types of Housing Covered 

• Federally-owned housing being sold

• Project-based assistance

• Public housing

• Housing occupied by a family receiving a tenant-based 
subsidy 

• Multifamily housing for which mortgage insurance is being 
sought

• Housing receiving federal assistance for rehabilitation
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LSHR Amendment 
• January 13, 2017
• New amendment to the LSHR
• Responding to cases of children under age 6 living in 

certain categories of federally funded housing who have 
elevated blood lead levels ≥ 5µg/dL

• An amendment to the term elevated blood lead level to 
align with CDC’s recommended level of concern

49



Review of HUD requirements
• Adoption of CDC’s 2012 changes
• Level of concern to reference value

• Reference value now 5 μg/dL (micrograms/deciliter)

• Terminology change from EIBLL to EBLL
• EBLL = HUD only required inspection for a 5 μg/dL or greater

• Environmental testing changes
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HUD & EPA 
1018 Disclosure Law



What is the Section 1018 Disclosure Rule 

• Section 1018 of Title X, requires the disclosure 
of known information on lead-based paint and 
lead-based paint hazards before the sale or 
lease of most housing built before 1978
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What is Required?

Before consent of a contract, sellers/landlords must:

• Give an the EPA information pamphlet on identifying and 
controlling lead-based paint hazards, Protect Your Family 
From Lead In Your Home 

Sellers or landlords must disclose:

• Location of the lead-based paint

• Location of lead-based paint hazards

• Condition of the painted surfaces
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What is Required?
• Provide any reports on lead-based paint  

• Include an attachment that:
• Includes a Lead Warning Statement
• Confirms that the seller or landlord has complied with all notification 

requirements

• Sellers, landlords, agents, homebuyers and tenants must sign 
and date the attachment

• Sellers must provide homebuyers with 10 days to conduct a 
paint inspection

54



OSHA Standards      
for Lead 



Two Standards

• General Industry
• 29 CFR 1910.1025

• Construction
• 29 CFR 1926.62
• Applies to all construction work where an 

employee may be exposed to lead
•All work related to construction, alteration or repair
• Includes painting and decorating
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Employees With Greatest Risk
• Abrasive blasting

• Welding, cutting or burning on steel structures

• Lead burning

• Using lead-containing mortar

• Cleaning with power tools without a dust collection system

• Rivet busting

• Heat gun applications 
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Resources

www.ct.gov/dph

www.epa.gov

www.hud.gov

www.cdc.gov

www.osha.gov 
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Fact Sheets – English and Spanish
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Several Languages
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• Arabic
• Chinese
• Dari
• English
• Haitian Creole
• Hindi
• Pashto
• Polish
• Somali
• Spanish
• Swahili
• Urdu









Questions???



Contact:

Kimberly Ploszaj
Lead Poisoning Prevention & Radon Program 
(860) 509-7959
kimberly.ploszaj@ct.gov
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